
The Ukrainka Mare Family: A Maternal Foundation in
Polish Arabian Breeding

The Polish Arabian horse is defined not only by its great stallions, but by its enduring mare
families—maternal lines that have been carefully preserved through generations within the Polish State
Stud system. Among these, the Ukrainka mare family represents one of the important historic dam lines
that contribute to the genetic and cultural foundation of the breed.

The mare Ukrainka, from whom the family takes its name, entered the Polish breeding population in the
nineteenth century. Like many foundation mares, her origins likely trace to the eastern regions of
Europe, possibly influenced by earlier desert imports that had spread through the Russian and
Ukrainian steppe. Over time, her female descendants were incorporated into the organized breeding
programs that would later become the Polish State Stud system.

What distinguishes the Ukrainka family is not a single famous individual, but the steady continuity of its
maternal line. Through successive generations, mares descending from Ukrainka were retained within
the breeding population, producing daughters who in turn carried the line forward. This quiet continuity
is characteristic of many Polish mare families, where long-term value is measured not by momentary
success, but by sustained contribution over decades.

A central figure in the preservation of this family in the twentieth century was the mare Forta. Forta
played a critical role in sustaining the Ukrainka line at a time when many maternal families faced
reduction or loss. Through her daughters and their descendants, she ensured that the Ukrainka family
remained an active and continuing presence within modern Polish breeding.

Forta’s importance is further underscored by her final foal, a colt by Gwarny named Safari CAHR.
Through Safari CAHR, and his son Bastion BF, the Ukrainka family continues to be represented today,
linking modern horses directly to this historic maternal line.

The Ukrainka line has been associated with soundness, athletic ability, and functional
conformation—qualities that have supported both performance and breeding programs. While some
branches of the family have produced notable individuals, its broader importance lies in its reliability as
a source of durable and capable horses.

In Arabian breeding, mare families carry particular genetic significance because mitochondrial DNA is
passed exclusively through the maternal line. This means that each generation of mares preserves an
unbroken biological link to the original foundation mare. For this reason, the survival of a mare family
such as Ukrainka represents not only a historical lineage, but a continuous genetic thread extending
back more than a century.

Today, as breeding populations evolve and global bloodlines become increasingly interconnected, the
preservation of distinct mare families remains an important goal. The Ukrainka family stands as an
example of how careful stewardship of maternal lines can maintain both the identity and the genetic
diversity of the Polish Arabian horse.
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